
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



THE FAST OP TEBETH 409 



THE FAST OF TEBETH. 

" Son of man, wi-ite thee the name of the day, even of this selfsame 
day : the king of Babylon drew close unto Jerusalem this selfsame 
day." — Ezek. xxiv. 2. 

{From the Hebrew of Joseph bar Samuel Tab Elem. 
Date about 1040.) 

Lo ! I recall the siege which fell on me : 

Within this month he struck me ; he destroyed 

With three blows ; — cut me down and left me void ; — 

Now he hath made me weary utterly ^ 

He silenced on the eighth day all my throng: 
(Have I not for three things a fast proclaimed?) 
The king bade : write the law in Greek ^ ; — they maimed, 

They ploughed on me ; they made their furrows long ^. 

Upon the ninth day — wrath, disgrace, and shame ! 

Stripped off was my fair robe in honour worn; 

For he who gave sweet words * was surely torn : 
Ezra the scribe — yea, he of blessed name *. 

The tenth day : then the seer was bidden : " Yea, 
Write thee within the book of vision; write 
This for remembrance ; now shalt thou indite 

For them despised and crushed — this selfsame day®." 

' Job xvi. 7. 

' Talmud, MegiUah, 9 a ; and Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews, book XII, 
chap. ii. ' Ps. cxxix. 3. * Gen. xlix. ar. 

' According to tradition the ninth of Tebeth was the day of Ezra's 
death. ° Ezek. xxiv. a. 
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Counting the months, within the tenth the woe 
And wail he wakened; but the sorrow's smart — 
Its onward way was branded on my heart 

When one came saying: "The city is struck low^." 

For these things I have scattered o'er me dust: 
Oh that a shaft had pierced mine heart that day! 
— For such woe I would dig my grave; — but nay, 

I wrought rebelliously : the Lord is just ^. 

I call thee, thou who hast repentance nigh 
For mine affliction ; lo ! my praying heed ; 
Hear my beseeching ; my salvation speed ; 

Hide thee not at my sighing, at my cry K 

moon Tebeth! exceeding is my sum 

Of pain therein: when his face changed for me. 
Yet, though I sinned, his goodness I shall see, 

Who saith: "Ye waves, but so far shall ye come*." 

Nina Davis. 



' Ezek. zxxiii. 21. * Lam. i. 13. ' Lam. iii. 56. 

* Job xxxviii. 11. 



